Independent Study Courses

Independent Study courses are defined as coursesd on topics not currently
available through existing courses but are to lbered only to a limited number of
students (usually one or two). The Special Topasgse title should be used where there
is expected to be sufficient enrollment to warttéwet scheduling of a regular section
covering topics not available through existing st

Current courses whose titles do not match the gehte “Independent Study” but have
had the same purpose should be re-titled. Cursearhples are courses titled
“Independent Research” or “Directed Study”. Apprafe titles for research-oriented
courses are described later.

Existing Courses, Low Enrollment

Existing courses that are expected to have a wevyehrollment can be offered under the
existing course number but with a unique sectiomimer identified with the faculty
member. The section number would be the same asiifjge section number that is
used by that faculty member for supervision of gesuch as the Master’s Thesis or
Doctoral Dissertation.

Independent Study Courses, Level and Grades

Independent Study courses may be offered at theensakevel or at the doctoral level.
Those offered at the Master’s level should have@<®ries number and those at the
Doctoral level a 700 series number. Existing ursitgipolicy limiting the use of two
doctoral level Independent Study courses toward @televel course requirements for
doctoral students is reaffirmed. Department andamms may place additional
restriction on the use of Independent Study couxsgard degree programs.

Independent Study courses are graded using regnades such as A, B+, B, C+, C, F,
and I. The recommended course numbers for Indepésdedy, if not already used for
other courses for a program, are 725, 726, anca7f#*#e doctoral level and 625 and 626
at the Master’s level. Only one Independent

Study course may be used toward completion of thetét’s degree.

Research Course Title

Independent Study courses are not to be used asesdiocused completely on research
activity. Courses titles and numbers already dristhe purposes of providing credit for
research activity at both the Master’s and Doctlanatl.

Example course titles for research activity atNaster’s level are the existing 700,
Master’s Project, and 701, Master’s Thesis. Atdbetoral level, examples are 792,
Pre-doctoral Research, and 790, Doctoral DissertatAs noted earlier, titles such as
“Independent Research’ and “Directed Study” arensmiessary.



Research courses are graded S, U, or P. The P graded only as the final grade after
passage of the Thesis or Dissertation defense@®ptnce of the documents in final
approved form as determined by the research coeerfitr content and the Graduate
Studies Office for format. All grades prior to col@jpon must be U or S.

Special Topics Courses

Special Topics courses are defined as coursesp@mstoot available through existing
courses and may be based on new scholarship @rcesdiscoveries.

Information about the offering should be advertiseddvance with the topics described.
In offering a “Special Topic” there should be ampeatation of sufficient interest and
enrollment to warrant a regularly scheduled section

Current course titles intended to serve the samgqgse as a “Special Topics” course
that do not match the “Special Topics” title shob&Ve the title revised to match the
generic title. Examples are current courses titislected Topics” or “Current Topics”

or “Topics”. Current courses intended to servestime purpose as Independent Study
but whose titles do not match the genetic titleudthtnave the title revised. Examples are
courses titled “Independent Research” or “Direc3éady.”

As noted earlier, the “Independent Study” title wldonot be used as a title for courses
that would better be offered under the generie ofl“Special Topics” and as a scheduled
section. There is standing approval from the GaselCouncil to allow departments and
programs to offer courses under the “Special T@pitte with recommended course
numbers of 698 and 699 at the Master’s Level,asthnumbers are available in the
inventory of courses for the program.

Course numbers 798 and 799 are recommended focidd@pics” at the doctoral level
if those numbers are available. The same Specj@c$ @course offered more than once
should be proposed to the Graduate Council undeicue course number and title.
Special Topics courses are graded A, B+, B, CH,@nd I.
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