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RESOLUTION TO AWARD HONORARY DEGREES TO
GOVERNOR MIKIE SHERRILL, JOHN MARTINSON AND  
VIRGINIA SULZBERGER

WHEREAS by awarding honorary degrees, New Jersey Institute of Technology recognizes outstanding individuals whose accomplishments are of such excellence that they provide inspiration to our graduates, and

WHEREAS the following individuals have displayed the level of exemplary achievement deemed worthy of the singular recognition conveyed by the conferral of an honorary degree by the university, namely:

Governor Mikie Sherrill, U.S. Naval Academy graduate, Navy helicopter pilot, former federal prosecutor, wife, and mother of four kids, ran for governor to make life easier and more affordable for Garden State families. Her career has been defined by service to her country and New Jersey, and she previously served in Congress representing New Jersey's 11th Congressional District. 

Governor Sherrill was inspired to join the military by her grandfather, a World War II veteran. From a young age, she knew she wanted to fly and do big things. After graduating from the Naval Academy in 1994 – the first class of women eligible for combat roles on ships and aircraft- Governor Sherrill spent almost 10 years on active duty in the United States Navy. As a Sea King Helicopter pilot, she led missions throughout Europe and the Middle East. She worked on the Battle Watch Floor in the European Theater during the Iraq War, served as a Flag Aide to the Deputy Commander of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet, and was a Russian policy officer aiding in the implementation of our nuclear treaty obligations and oversaw the relationship between the U.S. Navy and Russian Federation Navy.

Following her service in the Navy, Governor Sherrill attended and graduated from law school. She worked in private practice and then joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in New Jersey. As an Outreach and Reentry Coordinator, she established programs to develop trust between law enforcement and the communities they serve and helped people leaving prison to gain employment, housing, and education to restart their lives. Then as an Assistant U.S. Attorney, she prosecuted federal cases to keep our communities safe.

John Martinson  earned a B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering from the United States Air Force Academy in 1970, followed by an M.S. in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering from Purdue University in 1971. He later received an MBA from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville in 1975. In 2022, Mr. Martinson pledged $3 million to support the Albert Dorman Honors College at NJIT, and the John Martinson Residence Hall for Honors College students was named in recognition of his generosity and longstanding commitment to student success.
Mr. Martinson is chairman of Martinson Ventures LLC, where he focuses on investments in secondary stock purchases in late-stage private companies, venture capital and private equity partnerships, and turnaround opportunities. In 1986, he founded Edison Partners, which raised nine growth equity funds, investing more than $2 billion in over 230 East Coast companies and achieving 180 successful exits. Over the course of his career, he has participated in 250 equity financings and served on the boards of 80 companies. Earlier in his career, Martinson held roles at American Cyanamid, Exxon Enterprises—where he contributed to a $2 billion office automation investment initiative—and InnoVen Group, where he led a $100 million investment program backed by major corporations.
Virginia Sulzberger `62,`66 earned both her B.S. in Electrical Engineering and M.S. in Electrical Engineering  from New Jersey Institute of Technology. A distinguished alumna, she has been widely recognized for her professional achievements, including receiving the Edward F. Weston Medal at NJIT’s Celebration event in 2023. She is also a recipient of the NCE Outstanding Alumni Award in 2007 and the Alumni Achievement Award in 1982 and previously served as a member of the Helena and John Hartmann Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering Advisory Board. 
Sulzberger served as Director of Engineering at the North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) for 20 years, retiring in 2006. During her tenure, she played a pivotal leadership role in developing the first comprehensive planning standards for North America’s high-voltage electric power transmission systems. Earlier in her career, she held engineering and planning roles at Exxon Enterprises and Public Service Enterprise Group (PSE&G). In 2015, she became the first woman in the United States elected by the National Academy of Engineering to its Electric Power and Energy Systems Engineering section, and she is also a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, underscoring her lasting impact on the field.
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NJIT will confer upon Governor Mikie Sherrill, the Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa: and upon John Martinson and Virgina Sulzberger, the Doctor of Science, honoris causa,  at the May 22, 2026 NJIT Commencement Ceremony at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey.
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