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A look back at the importance of mills in New England’s
history, and a look forward to their new prominence.
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Some housekeeping items:

 All participants will be muted during the webinar.

 Submit questions via Q & A to “All”

 This webinar is being recorded and will be posted on the 

NJIT TAB website: www.njit.edu/tab (under 

“Resources”)

http://www.njit.edu/tab


Webinar # 1

New England Mills: Then and Now

Dennis Deziel
Administrator
EPA Region 1

Rachel C. Robinson, 
Director of 
Preservation,
Providence 
Preservation Society

Kathleen Dorgan, FAIA, 
LEED-AP, 
Principal
Dorgan Architecture & 
Planning 

Colette Santasieri, PhD
Executive Director,
NJIT TAB Program



New Jersey Institute of Technology
Technical Assistance to Brownfields Communities Program

(NJIT TAB)

With funding from EPA, NJIT TAB provides free technical assistance to
state, regional, county, tribal and local government entities and
nonprofits in EPA Regions 1 (New England), 3 (mid-Atlantic), and 4
(southeast) who want to transform brownfield sites into community
assets.

For more information contact NJIT TAB at:
tab@njit.edu or  973-642-4165

Visit our website: www.njit.edu/tab
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Webinar # 2: Challenges and Solutions to Redevelopment
October 6, 2020; 10:00 to 11:30 am

Preservation, adaptive reuse, contamination, and climate change all pose challenges 
to redeveloping mills. Hear from experts on how to overcome those challenges.

Webinar # 3: The Funding Stack
October 15, 2020; 10:00 to 11:30 am

Discover the many sources of funding available from EPA Brownfields grants,
to state historic tax credits, to loans, and more!

Webinar # 4: Adapting to Changing Times
October 27, 2020; 10:00 to 11:00 am

In their original form, mills provided jobs to the community. 
Now, repurposed mills are serving the communities in new and exciting ways

Registration required (www.njit.edu/tab; click on the News and Events)

.
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Engines for Adaptive Re-use



New England Mills: 
Conspicuous Industrial 
Relics and Engines for 
Adaptive Re-use

Rachel Robinson, Director of Preservation



1: a building provided with machinery for processing 
and especially for grinding grain into flour

2: a building or collection of buildings with machinery 
for manufacturing: a paper mill, steel mills

Not mentioned: proximity to water source and textiles, 
specifically. 

Definitions for mill— pertaining to structure





I. Birth of the American Mill* (1700-1820)
II. Utopia, Inc. (1814-1845)
III. Adolescence (1820-1860)
IV.Mature Industry (1860-1920)
V. Senescence (1900-1975)**

*New England Textile Mills
**Copyright 1978



Slater Mill, 1793
Pawtucket, RI

(Image by 
@slater.mill)



View from on a hill of American Woolen Co. at Riverside Mills 
and surrounding buildings. Olneyville, Providence, RI.

(Image courtesy of Providence Public Library)







PPS Most Endangered Properties







www.strangeattractor.org/convenience
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Source: www.arnolddevelopmentgroup.com/portfolio-items/mayo-mill; www.zillow.com/b/us-rubber-lofts-providence-ri-96RDny/#mmlb-16; www.waterfire.org/about-the-waterfire-arts-center; 
www.chicopeema.gov/764/RiverMills-Center; www.belmontnh.org; https://thecottonmill.org/; https://www.apartments.com/

The Mayo Mill
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine

US Rubber Company
Providence, Rhode Island

RiverMills Center
Chicopee, Massachusetts

Belmont Mill
Belmont, New Hampshire

Cargill Falls Mill
Putnam, 
Connecticut



Community and Place-Driven Design
at the Woonsocket Millrace District
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Community and Place-
Driven Design: at the
Woonsocket Millrace District
Kathy Dorgan
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