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WHO ARE WE?
TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

Mission Statement:

To serve our citizens and member governments by providing a 

forum to foster communication, coordination, and collaboration in 

identifying and addressing needs regionally.

Who we serve (members):

Å 6 Counties

Å 23 Municipalities

Å 13 Gubernatorial Appointees

Å 3 Ex-Officios



Focus Areas

1. Economic Development

2. Emergency Preparedness

3. Environmental Planning

4. Planning Technologies

5. Resiliency Planning

LEADERSHIP & 
STEWARDSHIP

CONVENER

PLANNING
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What We Do
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1. Regional Government Liaison Program

2. Planning Support & Technical Services

3. Regional Convening ς Committees & Initiatives
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Intro to Brownfields
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Treasure Coast RPC 
Experience
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Redevelopment 
Process
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Funding Opportunities
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NJIT TAB Program and 
Next Steps

Questions and Closing
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From Blight to Bright
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Elise Molleur
Brownfield Redevelopment Specialist
NJIT TAB

Add Your Photo Here

Made possible with funding from the EPA
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Zoom Poll



A Brownfield 
History

б̡̞̅̒̒ ̨̠̖̤ ̥̤̚ ̠̞̞̖̣̝̔̔̒̚ ̤̦̖̤̤̔̔ ̥̠ ̡̞̅̒̒ ˳̪̒ 
and the Hillsborough River. When phosphates were 
discovered nearby in the late 1880s, the resulting 
mining and shipping industries prompted a boom of 
̨̘̣̠̥̙ ̟̒̕ ̨̖̝̥̙̒ ̥̙̥̒ ̝̤̥̖̒̕ ̥̙̣̠̦̘̙ ̥̙̖ ˢ˩˪ˡ̤˟в



What is a Brownfield?

б̖̝̃̒ property,  the  expansion,  redevelopment,  or  reuse  of  which  
may  be  complicated  by  the  presence  or  potential  presence  of  a  
hazardous  substance,  pollutant,  or  contaminant .в

-  USEPA

б˲̟̠̟̖̓̒̕̕˝ ̝̖̚̕̕˝ ̠̣ ̦̟̖̣̦̤̖̕̕ ̟̦̤̥̣̝̒̚̕̚ ̟̒̕ ̠̞̞̖̣̝̔̔̒̚ 
facilities where expansion or redevelopment is complicated by 
̣̖̝̒ ̠̣ ̡̧̖̣̖̖̔̚̕ ̧̖̟̣̠̟̞̖̟̥̝̒̚ ̠̟̥̞̟̥̠̟̔̒̒̚̚˟в

- Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FLDEP)



Non - Industrial 
Brownfield Sites

Former Dry Cleaner (AL)

Abandoned Gas Station 
(Brooksville, FL)

Vacant Bank (Cocoa 
Beach, FL)



Negative 
Impacts of 
Brownfields



Brownfields and 
Social/Environmental Justice

UNEQUAL BY DESIGN, NOT BY ACCIDENT

These neighborhoods were often 
targeted for polluting industries 
because the people living there 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
stop it. 



Advantages of Having a Brownfield 
Site



Advantages of 
Brownfields

Redevelopment AfterBefore



Environment
Á Removal of contaminants and pollutants

Á Improved air quality, water quality, 
natural habitats



Economy

Á Spurs economic 
development

Á Creates jobs

Á Increases tax 
revenues

Á Provides diverse 
economic base



Social Equity

ÁRemoves health and safety hazards
Á̧̖̞̠̖̤̃ б̖̪̖ ̤̠̣̖ˬв ̡̧̞̣̠̖̤̚ 

community appearances
ÁAlleviates community fears and worries



Cleanup and 
Redevelopment of 

Brownfields

Key ingredients to creating 
economically, environmentally, 

and socially equitable 
communities



REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCILS AS 
CATALYSTS FOR BROWNFIELDS 

REDEVELOPMENT: SUCCESS STORIES

Stephanie Heidt, AICP, Deputy Executive Director
 Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council 



Encompasses Assessment and Cleanup

Å2003: $200,000 petroleum assessment 

Å2005: $200,000 petroleum assessment 

Å2005: $1,100,000 RLF established

Å2007: $400,000 petro/hazardous assessment

Å2009: $450,000 ARRA RLF supplemental

Å2011: $1,000,000 coalition assessment grant

Å2013: $300,000 RLF supplemental

Å2014 $400,000 RLF supplemental

Å2015 $500,000 coalition assessment grant

Å2019  $600,000 coalition assessment grant

Å2022: $500,000 community-wide assessment grant

TOTAL $5.65 million

TCRPC Brownfields Program Overview


