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Brownfield Opportunity Areas in NYC
NYC Brownfield Cleanup Sites

NYC Brownfield Cleanup Program Sites Pelham Pkwy - East Bronx
• ½  acre vacant lot

Development Plan  $19 M
• Affordable  91 units 
• Medical office
• 60 new jobs

West Tremont, Morris  Hts.
• 1/2 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $11 M
• Affordable  61 units
• 90 new jobs

Westchester Ave, Melrose
• ½ acre vacant lot

Development Plan $ 25 M
• Affordable 70 units
• Retail 50K SF
• 35 new jobs

Third Avenue - South Bronx
• 1 acre vacant lot
• Rejected from NYS BCP
Development Plan $ 13.6 M
• Hotel 50 units
• 60 new jobs

Fulton Square - Flushing
• 1 acre vacant  lot

Development Plan $ 79 M
• Hotel 168 units
• Retail  30K SF
• Residential  46 units
• 140 new jobs

125th Street – Harlem
• 1/9 acre, vacant bldg.
Development Plan $ 6.4 M
• Office  30K SF
• 90 new jobs

125th Street – Harlem
• 1/6 acre, vacant bldg.
Development Plan $ 15 M

• Church
• 10 new jobs

West 26th – Chelsea
• 3/5 acre parking lot
Development Plan $ 80 M
• Residential 204 units
• Retail 15,000 SF 
• 75 new jobs

Gansevoort St. – W. Village
• 1/2 acre vacant Bldg.

Development Plan $ 80 M
• Retail 47 K SF
• Office   300K SF
• 120 new jobs

Metro. Ave, -Williamsburg
• 1/10 acre vacant lot
Development Plan $ 2 M
• Retail 7K SF
• 8 new jobs

Wallabout St – Williamsbrg
• 1/9 acre vacant lot
Development Plan $ 1.2 M
• Residential  6 units

Harrison Ave- Williamsburg
• 2/3 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $ 20 M
• Yeshiva
• 150 new jobs

Nostand Ave, Midwood
• 1/3 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $ 6 M
• Retail 30K SF 
• 110 new jobs

Hillel Place, Midwood
• 1/3 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $ 5 M
• Bank 45K SF
• 20 new jobs

Brighton Green – Coney Island
• 1/20 acre vacant lot
Development Plan  $ 2 M

• Residential  6  units
• 1 new job

Church Avenue, Flatbush
• 1/2 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $ 5.5 M
• Retail 15K SF
• Medical  office
• 220 new jobs

Grand Street, Williamsburg
• 1/3 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $7.5 M
• Residential  50 units
• Retail 8K SF
• 102 new jobs

2011-09-14.NYCBCP_Sites.map

Fredrick Douglas – Harlem
• 1/2 acre vacant Bldg.
Development Plan $ 16 M
• Retail stores 90K SF
• 200 new jobs

Canal St. - West Village
• 1/4 acre vacant lot
Development Plan $ 80 M
• Hotel 60 units
• 50 new jobs

Renwick – West Village
• 1/4 acre vacant lot
Development Plan $ 80 M
• Hotel 50 units
• 70 new jobs

Driggs Ave, Williamsburg
• 1/4 acre vacant lot

Development Plan $7.5 M
• Commercial 10 K SF
• 100 new jobs

Prospective Sites



The NYC BCP is offers grants to finance 
investigation, cleanup and insurance

 Up to $60,000 for all projects
• Bonuses up to $95,000

 Up to $100,000 for preferred projects
• Bonuses up to $140,000

 $2.3M in BIG grant awards to date

 50 BIG grants issued or earmarked to date



• Phase 1
• Title search
• Zoning analysis
• Pro forma financial
• Soil sampling 
• Groundwater sampling
• Phase 2 work plans
• Remedial action work plans

• Soil removal and disposal
• Cement and asphalt paving
• Import of cover soil backfill
• Operator costs
• Equipment rental
• Remedial action reports
• Pollution liability and cost 

cap insurance

Summary of Eligible Services 
& Activities

Questions? Email dwalsh@cityhall.nyc.gov



Timeline of grants & eligible services

Up to $60K-$100K

Soil Removal
Fill Removal

Cover Placement
Environmental Insurance

Cleanup
Grants

Up to $5K-$10K

Site Survey
Title Searches

Feasibility Studies
Zoning Analyses

Community Outreach
Phase 1

Pre-
Development

Grants

Up to $10K-$25K

Phase 2 study
Soil testing

Water testing
Vapor testing

Environmental 
Investigation

Grants

Grant Types, Amounts & Eligible Services

• Track‐1 Bonus Cleanup Grant: up to $25K
• BOA Strategic Property Cleanup Grant: up to $10K
• Not‐for‐Profit Technical Assistance Grant: up to $5K

Bonus Grants

&

Special Grants



The NYC BCP provides LEED-type 
certification of property

 No additional cost
 Runs with property
 Valuable for future sale
 Valuable to attracting tenants
 Valuable for refinancing

 Certification of land
 Symbol of City confidence in 

cleanup
• Protective of public health
• Protective of environment

 Received on completion of 
cleanup under the NYC BCP



The NYC BCP provides liability protection

 New York City liability release
 New York State liability protection
 US EPA formal recognition





Investigate
property

NYC 
Green

Property 
Certification

Enroll & 
approve  
cleanup
plan

Pre‐
Application
meeting

Design 
cleanup &
apply to 
NYC BCP

Complete 
program

Conduct 
cleanup

o Rapid uptake: investigation can begin within 24 hours of first meeting 
(no work plan is required)

o Delayed enrollment: Delayed enrollment minimizes regulatory process 

o You don’t enroll until the cleanup plan is approved: Cost and time for 
cleanup established before enrollment 

o Rapid approval: average of 37 days to approve cleanup plan

o Flexible: Can terminate at any time; easy transition from other programs

o Supportive: Attentive OER staff of talented scientists and engineers

NYC BCP Eliminates Regulatory Risk
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SPEED:

NYC Real Estate Search Engine
 A public web‐based GIS application
3,150 vacant commercial & industrial 

properties profiled 
• Phase 1 data online

5300 E‐Designated hazmat sites

Access to many city databases
• Information on all NYC properties
• Access to government environmental databases

Click SPEED icon on OER website 
• www.nyc.gov/oer

www.nyc.gov/speed
Questions? Email 
dwalsh@cityhall.nyc.gov













Pro Bono Environmental Expert Referral 

– Referral service for environmental industry
– Helps developers find:

• Environmental consultants
• Environmental attorneys
• Environmental contractors

– Begins with 2‐3 hours of free expert advice
• Can continue with contract for later work

– Managed by NYC Brownfield Partnership
• Currently in development
• Membership NYCBP is required
• Indemnification of NYCBP and NYC is required



NYC Mayor’s Office of Environmental Remediation Presents: 

Big Apple Brownfield Workshop 105:
Navigating OER’s Programs

Wednesday, November 9, 2011
8:00‐10:30 AM

9 MetroTech Center, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Introducing 
OER’s Office 

Hours!
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www.nyc.gov/oer

Daniel C Walsh
OER Director
(212) 676‐0386  
dwalsh@cityhall.nyc.gov

Shaminder Chawla
OER Assistant Director
(212) 442‐3007  
schawla@dep.nyc.gov

Mayor’s Office of 
Environmental Remediation

253 Broadway, 14th Floor 
New York, NY 10007  
(212) 788‐8841

For further information

Questions? Email dwalsh@cityhall.nyc.gov



Standstill 
Mode

for owners looking
to attract a buyer

-to eliminate the 
uncertainty of 

environmental issues
in property sale 

Standard
Mode

for developers with
plans for new 

property

-enables lender 
financing, insurance

and provides
liability protection

Look-Back
Mode

for developers that
have already

completed development

-enables resale and 
lender refinancing and

provides liability
protection

New York City Brownfield Cleanup Program
Modes of Operation


