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EPA completed a study of the Elizabeth River 
Watershed in 1987
Potential hazardous waste sites were identified 
from aerial photography
Two products: Report documenting findings 
and set of USGS maps with the location of the 
sites





Substantial environmental restoration efforts 
are underway in the watershed
Projects include wetlands restoration,  oyster 
restoration, sediment remediation, 
management of point and nonpoint source 
water pollution



Map credit: Elizabeth River Project



Seek opportunities for co-location with existing 
environmental restoration activities
Include elements in the site design that 
enhance the existing restoration activities

Linking of wetlands restoration sites
Stormwater retrofits adjacent to oyster restoration 
sites
Seek opportunities for riparian corridor restoration 
and connectivity



Regional Green Infrastructure analysis initially 
completed in 2006
Regional mapping is currently being updated 
to include new data

Local land use plans
Updated satellite imagery 
Priority conservation areas
Park, recreation, open space and trail information





Sea level rise and enhanced storm surge will 
impact the Elizabeth River
Opportunity for landward migration of 
wetlands should be included in the selection 
criteria for restoration sites
Brownfield projects could be used as 
demonstration sites for a living shorelines 
approach to dealing with sea level rise







The majority of the potential hazardous waste 
sites are located in the industrial section of the 
Southern Branch
Coordinate brownfields redevelopment with 
efforts within the region to grow an alternative 
energy industry in Hampton Roads
If a wind energy project is established along the 
Virginia coast the Elizabeth River would be an 
excellent location for support industries



Several Hampton Roads localities are pursuing 
increased application of green building 
technologies
Green building could be used in conjunction 
with site design as a showcase for best design 
practices
Opportunities may exist for co-location of 
industries to enhance energy efficiency



The Elizabeth River, and in particular the 
Southern Branch, appear to offer numerous 
opportunities for brownfield restoration
Creating linkages to existing environmental 
restoration sites could enhance the value of 
brownfield restoration projects in the 
watershed
Given the prevalence of industry in the 
watershed a restoration effort coupled with an 
economic development project would be a 
good fit


