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UCRC 

October 13, 2008 Meeting Summary 

1. An announcement was made by the Department of Humanities to change course titles: 
ENG 353 from “Electronic Publishing” to “Composing Documents for Print”, and ENG 
354 from “Advanced Electronic Publishing” to “Composing Documents for the Web”.  
The Department will also look into changing the existing ENG 353A Electronic 
Publishing Lab title to “Composting Documents for Print Lab”. UCRC had no opposition 
to the changes. 

2. The Department of Humanities proposed to change the core curriculum in the 
Communication and Media program by removing four courses (ENG 200, ENG 336, 
ENG 360, and IT 206) from the core and replacing three of them with others (COM 303-
new course, ENG 333, and STS 349). A free CS elective will take place of the 4th 
removed course. The proposals were approved. 

3. The Department of Humanities proposed a new course (COM 303 Video Narrative).  The 
proposal was approved pending minor revisions to section 3.b. Probable Textbook and 
References. 

4. An announcement was made by the Biology Department to revise the prerequisites for 
Biology courses. 

5. The Biology Department proposed a new course (BIOL 405 Cell Physiology and 
Imaging).  The course was approved pending minor revisions to the course description 
and distribution of hours to (3-3-4).  

6. Computer Science announced a change in course number of BNFO 235 Programming for 
Bioinformatics to BFNO 135, and BNFO 240 Principles of Bioinformatics II to BFNO 
340. 

7. Computer Science proposed four course revisions (CS 356 Introduction to Computer 
Networks, CS 357 Fundamentals of Network Security, CS 451 Network Technologies, 
and CS 458 Technologies for Network Security).  The four proposals will be revised 
according to the UCRC comments and will be voted upon through email by October 14th. 

8. Information Systems proposed a change in course numbering from IS 127 to IS 218.  The 
change was approved based on a revision in the distribution of hours from (3-0-0) to (3-
0-3). 

9. Mechanical Engineering proposed a new course (ME 415 Advanced Manufacturing 
Processes). The proposal was approved.  

10. Mathematics proposed two new course proposals (Math 101 University Mathematics – 
Trigonometry and Math 135 Mathematics for Business). The courses were approved. 

11. History proposed two new courses (HIST 367 International Law and Diplomacy in 
History and HIST 373 The Rise of Modern Science). Both courses were approved with a 
modification to 3 contact hours each. 

12. The following was reported by the UCRC GPA Subcommittee and discussed:  
 
a) The online NJIT catalog states the following: 

“In order to graduate, students must attain a cumulative grade point average of 
2.0 in all the courses listed in the catalog as being required in the appropriate 
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curriculum. They must also earn a cumulative GPA of 2.0 in the upper 
division course requirements of their major as determined by the academic 
department offering the major. 

Additive credit courses will be excluded from the calculation of the 
cumulative GPA requirements for graduation.” 

b) The catalog clearly indicates that the non-degree related courses can be 
eliminated from the calculation of the cumulative GPA for graduation. This 
policy is current and should be implemented. 

c) The GPA Subcommittee recommended that UCRC look into the potential 
of establishing a 3 GPA system for incorporation into the Banner system: 

 -Degree GPA: This GPA includes all courses required to fulfill the 
student’s degree program. A GPA maximization method would be 
incorporated when a student elects to take courses that have already satisfied 
the program requirements (may not include the same previously taken course). 

 -Major GPA: This GPA includes all courses designated by the 
department/school/college offering the degree program. 

 -Cumulative GPA: This is the GPA used currently. 

Several suggestions were made, including the change in the “degree” and 
“major” designation as well as the removal of the “Major GPA” 
recommendation as it is represented by the class rank. The recommendations 
will be discussed further and voted upon at future meetings following 
clarification from the Banner team on the potential implementation of such 
recommendations. 

 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 

  

 

http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm�


 

 

UCRC 

November 10, 2008 Meeting Summary 

1. A proposal submitted by the Office of the Provost to revise the NJIT Transfer Credit 
Policy to accept a grade of “D” only if that course is not a prerequisite for a higher level 
course taken in completion of degree requirements was discussed.  A motion to table the 
proposal was seconded and approved to allow UCRC members to get approvals from 
their respective departments. 

2. The following announcements were made by Engineering Technology and received no 
reservations: 

a. Change all course designations from EET to ECET while maintaining the 
same numbers. Reason- the title of the program is Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Technology and this new, more accurate designation will 
avoid confusion. 

b. Change from Concrete Industry Management Technology (CIMT) to 
Concrete Industry Management (CIM). Reason- the title of the program is 
Concrete Industry Management more accurately describes the program 
curricula.  

c. Change from Construction and Contracting Engineering Technology to 
Construction Engineering Technology (CET). Reason- the title of the 
program is Construction Engineering Technology more accurately 
describes the program curricula.  

d. Discontinuation of the Manufacturing Engineering Technology (MNET) 
option. Reason- due to low enrollment, was not put up for reaccreditation. 

3. A proposal by Engineering Technology to change grade method for ET 101-Introduction 
to Engineering Technology to PASS or FAIL grade was approved with an amendment to 
the distribution of hours from 0-2-1 to 0-2-0. 

4. Two new course proposals presented by Humanities for COM 369 Digital Poetry and 
COM 390 Electronic Writing Workshop were approved. 

5. A curriculum change proposal presented by Physics to replace Math 240 with Math 
Elective for the BS in Applied Physics (Math Dual Major Option) was approved.  

6. The existing policy that does not permit the same department to offer double majors as 
well as a major and minor to students was discussed.  It was agreed that this policy has 
never been documented, specifically in the catalog.  UCRC sees no academic 
disadvantage for some departments to offer double majors and major+minor to students. 
It was agreed that departments can propose the same at UCRC, which could ultimately be 
used as a recruiting tool.  

7. The Registrar’s Office requested all UCRC representatives to review the SMAPRLE 
Validation Table for Undergraduate Majors to make sure that the appropriate majors and 
minors are still offered in their respective departments. 

 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

December 8th, 2008 Meeting Summary 

 

1. A proposal presented by Biomedical Engineering to accept the 2nd co-op course BME 
411 Coop Experience II for degree credit and to change the course grading to a letter 
grade for the BS Biomedical Engineering program was approved.  

2. A proposal presented by Humanities for a new Digital Expression Track for majors in the 
Communications and Media Program was approved with a change from the 
“specialization” to “track” designation.  

3. A proposal presented by Humanities to add a new Minor in Electronic Creative Writing 
within the Communication and Media program was approved.  

4. A new course proposal presented by Engineering Technology for CET 460 Forensics in 
Construction (3-0-3) was approved.  

5. A new course proposal presented by Engineering Technology for CIM 410 Senior Project 
in CIM was approved with a modification from (2-0-2) to (3-0-3). 

6. A new course proposal presented by Engineering Technology for CIM 497 Concrete 
Industry Co-Op [Internship] was approved with a modification from (2-0-2) to (3-0-3). 

7. A proposal presented by Computer Science to add BNFO 135 Programming for 
Bioinformatics to the Computing Sciences GUR was approved.  

8. An update from the provos Computing/Math GUR Task Force was presented.  The Task 
Force is considering recommending the following changes: 

 
Computing GUR - Reworded philosophy section. Minimum credit hours changed 
from two to three. BNFO 135 and CS 1xx added as satisfying courses. The Task Force 
recommends the development of additional computing courses (CS 1xx) designed 
specifically for students in non- technical 
fields of study. 
 
Mathematics GUR - Reworded philosophy section. The Task Force recommends the 
development of a two semester, six credit sequence (MATH 1xx,1xy) in mathematics 
designed for students in non- technical fields of study, which will include the basic 
knowledge specified in the philosophy section. 

  
9. A presentation was made by the NJIT Library administration on the new NJ Licensure 

Rules and Middle States Commission on Higher Education Information Literacy 
Requirements.  UCRC members expressed concern over the vague assessment criteria 
that the State may apply.  UCRC decided to take the initiative and form a subcommittee 
on Information Literacy that will work closely with the library staff to address the 
questions and come up with recommendations for implementing information literacy into 
the GUR.  Members of the subcommittee are Asokan Anadarajan, Taha Marhaba and 
Eliza Michalapoulou.    

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

January 26, 2009 Meeting Summary 

1.    A proposal initiated by the Office of the Provost to use a uniform academic program 
terminology was approved.  An “Undergraduate Major” (or “Major”) is a field of study that 
leads to an undergraduate degree. A major has been approved by the State and accredited 
through Middle States and/or other accreditation bodies. An “Option” refers to alternative 
curricula leading to a degree in a sub-field of the major discipline. Each Option is separately 
accredited (e.g., in Engineering Technology). A “Specialization” is a sub-field or area of study 
within an academic major.  The use of “Concentration” will be eliminated and will be 
substituted by “Specialization”. 

 
2.    A new course proposal presented by the IS Department, IS 333 Social Networking; 

Application Design and Security, was approved. 
 
3.  Three new course proposals presented by the Engineering Technology Department were 

approved: CPT 425 Medical Informatics Technology II (with revision of Final Exam allocation 
from 50% to a maximum of 33%), SET 403 Remote Sensing Principles and Applications in 
Geomatics, and SET 200 Introduction to Surveying.  SET 200 and SET 403 where approved 
with the addition of the proposed grading scheme section 3D and allocating a maximum of 
33% for the final exam.  

4.     A new course proposal presented by the Mathematics Department was approved:  Math 227, 
Introduction to Mathematical Modeling. 

5. Six new course proposals presented by the School of Management were approved:  Acct 325 
Intermediate Accounting, Acct 117 Financial Accounting, Fin 218 Financial Markets and 
Institutions, Fin 430 Options and Futures Markets,  MIS 363 Project Management for 
Managers, and MGMT 316 Business Research Methods. MGMT 316 and Fin 430 were 
approved with a revision to the prerequisites. 

6. Proposals presented by the School of Management to establish Special Topics courses were 
approved: MGMT 485- Special Topics in Management, Fin 485- Special Topics in Finance, 
Econ 485- Special Topics in Economics, Mrkt 485- Special Topics in Marketing, MIS 485- 
Special Topics in Management Information Systems, and HRM 485- Special Topics in Human 
Resource Management. 

7. The course title for SS 201 will be changed to Econ 201. 

8. Proposal to change course number for Acct 317 Managerial Accounting to Acct 215 and a 
change of course description was approved. 

9. Four new course proposals presented by the School of Architecture were approved:  AD 150 
Color and Composition, INT 321 Methods & Materials, INT 350 History of Furniture, and FA 
285 Contemporary Aesthetics. 

http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/late%20documents/IS333_Proposal-09-01-22.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/late%20documents/UCRC_form-Medical-Informatics_II_ver_2_spring_2009.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/SET_403_Proposed_New_Course_RS.doc�
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http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC%20approval%20for%20Fin%20218.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/Fin%20430-%20Options%20&%20Futures-UCRC.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC.MIS_363.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC_form%20MGMT%20316.doc�
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http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC_form-BFA_Contemporary_Aesthetics.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC_form-BFA_Contemporary_Aesthetics.doc�


 - 2 - 

10. Three new course proposals (1 credit each) were presented by the Computer Science 
Department to take place of one general elective in all of the CCS curricula: CS 100 Effective 
Communication for computing Students (1 credit), CS 200 Effective Communication for 
Computing Students (1 credit), and CS 400 Success as a Computing Professional (1 credit).  
The proposals were tabled pending further evaluation of the Freshman Seminar content and CS 
100. 

11. A new course proposal BIO 222 Evolution presented by the Biology Department was approved 

12. A new course proposal presented by Biomedical Engineering Department for BME 386: 
Bioinstrumentation Laboratory was approved with minor editorial changes. 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

February 9, 2009 Meeting Summary 

1.    A proposal presented by the Math/Computing Science Task Force to change the General 
University Requirements in Computing and in Mathematics was approved based on the 
following: 

a. Reword the philosophy section of the General University Requirements (GUR) in 
Computer Science and Mathematics 

Computer Science - An understanding of the nature of computing, its impact on society 
and the driving forces behind its pervasive deployment is integral to effective 
functioning as a professional and as a citizen. Each student should learn to use software 
and computing systems and to access, store, process and analyze information as an 
essential aspect of critical thinking and problem solving. Depending on the discipline, 
the student should also develop an ability to design algorithms, to write programs, and 
to use software tools. 
 
Mathematics - The ability to reason qualitatively and quantitatively, to understand 
probability, and to apply mathematical models to a variety of circumstances is 
fundamental to making informed decisions In the modern world. Depending on the 
discipline, the student should also be able to apply calculus and numerical methods to 
the solution of problems in their professional domain. 

b. Increase the Computer Science GUR from 2 to 3 credits. 

2.       Humanities will change the title of ENG 496 Senior Project-Professional & Technical 
Communication to ENG 496 Senior Project-Communication and Media 

3.        Proposals for three new minors in Mathematics were approved:  computational mathematics, 
mathematics of finance and actuarial science, mathematical biology 

4.        Proposal by Mathematics to replace CS 116 with an elective in computational mathematics 
for two concentrations/options in mathematical sciences was approved. 

5.       Math 226 (Discrete Math) will be replaced with Math 227 (Introduction to Mathematical 
Modeling) in the BS in Mathematical Sciences for all concentrations. 

6.        Math 340 will change from 3-0-3 to 3-1-3. 

7.        Mathematics will designate Math 432 and Math 433 (Mathematics of Financial Derivatives 
I, II) as Capstone I, II, respectively for the BS in Mathematical Sciences. 

8.        Architecture will code-share/cross-list INT 337/ARCH 337 Building Information Modeling 
and DD 334/ARCH 434 Simulated Environments. 

http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/DEc%208%202008/cs-math-gur-proposal-2-2-09.doc�
http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/ENG496UCRC.doc�
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http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/Jan%2026%202009/UCRC_form_comp_change.doc�
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9.        Curriculum change proposals from Architecture for the Digital Design and Industrial Design 
programs were approved.  

10.  A new course proposal from Architecture for FA 286 Case Studies in Industrialized Art, was 
approved. 

12.  INT 222 Building and Interior Systems II and INT 264  Intro to Design for Interior 
Designers II will have new course numbers. 

13. Three existing courses will have new prefixes (and adjusted prerequisites reflecting new 
prefixes)-  INT 221 Building and Interior Systems I, INT 263 Introduction to Design for 
Interior Designers I, and DD 275 History of Games 

14.  A new course proposal from Biology was approved: BIOL 342 Developmental Biology. 

 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

March 9, 2009 Meeting Summary 

1. An update was given to UCRC by the Information Literacy Subcommittee.  After 

evaluating options for implementing information literacy in the GUR and receiving 

feedback from the Interim Provost, it was decided that an Information Literacy 

Assessment be sent to all department chairs requesting completion of their program 

assessment by April 17th.  The subcommittee with the aid of the library staff will compile 

all the assessment forms which will provide a clearer picture of information literacy gaps 

in all programs and specializations.  The subcommittee will then make its 

recommendations and proposal to UCRC at the May 4th meeting. 

2. A proposal to add of a new specialization option, Accounting, to the BS in Business 

degree was approved. 

3. Two new courses proposals, IT 240 Shell Scripting for Administrators and IT 340 Linux 

System Administration, were approved with minor changes. 

4. A curriculum change proposal for the Interior Design Program was approved. This 

includes the addition of an existing Arch course and restructuring of the GUR 

requirements in response to the recently adopted GUR changes. 

5. A proposal to change courses in the IS minor was approved. 

6. A proposal for new minor in Web & IS was approved. 

7. A proposal to formalize the 4-year Construction Management Technology Program was 

approved with minor editorial changes. 

8. A proposal for a new 4-year Technology Education program was approved with minor 

editorial changes. 

9. A new course proposal, Chem 474 Biochemistry II, was approved.  

10. A new program proposal for BS in Biochemistry was approved. 

11. A proposal to give degree credit and letter grade for 2nd co-op course (CE413) in BS Civil 

Engineering was approved. 

12. A proposal to require ‘C’ Grade in selected BSCE courses for BSCE students was 

approved. 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

April 13, 2009 Meeting Summary 

 

1. Information literacy assessment is ongoing. An appeal was made to all UCRC members 

to make sure that their departments respond by the April 17th deadline.  The plan is to 

have a proposal for implementing information literacy at NJIT by the May 4th UCRC 

meeting. 

2. A new proposal for two minors in Information Technology were approved; one for 

computer science majors and another for non-computer science majors. 

3. A proposal to allow degree credit for IT 311 co-op was approved. 

4. The following new course proposals were approved: IT 302  Advanced Internet 

Applications, IT 287 Advanced Game Production (cross-listed with COM 287), IT 

366/CS 366 3D Game Development, IT 286 Foundations of Game Production, IT 386 3D 

Modeling and Animation, IT 332 Digital Crime, and IT 331 Privacy, Information and 

Technology.  IT 331 was approved with a modification to the prerequisites to include a 

GUR computing course. 

5. SOA announced an Art+Design course prefix change (ID201 to AD201) 

6. A new course proposal for ECE 443 Renewable Energy Systems was approved. 

7. A proposal to increase credits for CS101 from 2 to 3 credits was approved. 

8. Two new biology courses, BIOL375 Conservation Biology and BIOL 475 Ecological 

Field Methods and Analysis, were approved. 

9. A proposal for a curriculum change to the BS in Biology was approved. 

10. Proposed curriculum changes to the BA Biology and Accelerated BA programs were 

approved. 

11. Nominations for AY 09-10 UCRC Chair were requested. Voting will take place at the 

May 4th UCRC meeting. 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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UCRC 

May 4, 2009 Meeting Summary 

 

1. An Institute Information Literacy (IL) Plan was approved with the following 

implementation timeline:  

a. Departments or colleges develop their own IL plan, for each of their 
undergraduate programs, due to UCRC by October 15, 2009.  The plan should 
demonstrate where and how each of the eight competencies as they are expressed 
in the major area are (or will be) taught and assessed.  The assessments may be 
graded assignments such as researched essays, oral presentations, field projects, 
examinations, theses, and researching codes, regulations, standards, etc.  The 
information plan, the course curricula, syllabi and examples of student work will 
be demanded by our accreditation bodies as evidence of NJIT’s incorporation of 
IL skill development in each program. 

 
b. UCRC reviews the IL plans and responds to the departments or colleges by 

December 1, 2009. 
 

c. All programs start implementing their IL plans in Spring 2010 semester. 
 

d. All programs archive assessment evidence supporting their IL plans (i.e., graded 
examples of student work) in Fall 2010 and Spring 2011, in time for the May 
2011 accreditation visit. 

 
 

2. A motion to add a new member seat in UCRC for the library as a resource starting AY09 

was approved.   

3. A proposal for new Green Minor in Sustainability was not approved. The council will 

revised the proposal to address concerns that relate to the entity or entities that would be 

responsible for certification (i.e., Provost Office or a department or departments offering 

the majority of the courses, etc.)  

4. An announcement was made to add Chem 126 to the required prerequisites for Physics 

335 (Thermodynamics). 

5. A proposal for a Double Major in Chemistry and Biology was approved with a removal 

of an extra social science GUR. 
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6. A proposal to add specialization codes to Communication and Media, and STS student 

transcripts was approved. 

7. Proposals for three new Journalism courses were approved: ENG 346 The Fourth Estate: 

the News Media in America, ENG 348 Literary Journalism, and ENG 350 The 

Newsroom 

8. A proposal for a new Journalism specialization in the Communication and Media 

Program was approved. 

9. A proposal to run IT 380 as also STS 318 Educational Media Design was approved. 

10. A proposal for a new course, THTR  325  Special Topics in Theatre, was approved. 

11. The following was approved: A proposal to change the prerequisite for Math 448 

(Stochastic Simulation) from "Math 333 with a grade of C or better and Math 340 with a 

grade of C or better" to "Math 333 with grade of C or better or Math 244 with a grade of 

C or better and Math 340 with a grade of C or better”. 

12. A proposal to replace Math 226 (Discrete Math) with Math 227 (Intro to Math Modeling) 

and replace a CS elective with CS 241 (Foundations in CS I) in the double major 

Math/CS was approved. 

13. A proposal to expand content of CS104 and increase credit hours from 2 to 3 was 

approved. 

 
 
 
 
 

See also http://web.njit.edu/~marhaba/UCRC.htm 
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